404                                 CHAPTER X.

as in Mandshu, which is a Tungusic dialect; or a
complete and intelligible system of affixes, as in the
spoken dialect of Nyertchinsk, equally of Tungusic
descent. But a state of conjugation in which, through
phonetic corruption, the suffix of the first person
singular and plural and of the third person plural
are the same, where there is no distinction between
the second and third persons singular, and between
the first and third persons plural, would in a Turanian
dialect, which had not yet been fixed by literary
cultivation, lead to the adoption of new and more
expressive forms. New pronouns would have to be
used to mark the persons, or some other expedient be
resorted to for the same purpose.

And this will make it clear why the Turanian
languages, or in fact all languages in this second or
agglutinative stage, though protected against phonetic
corruption more than the Aryan and Semitic lan-
guages, are so much exposed to the changes produced
by dialectical regeneration. A Turanian retains, as
it were, the consciousness of his language and gram-
mar. The idea, for instance, which he connects with
a plural is that of a noun followed by a syllable
indicative of plurality; a passive with him is a verb
followed by a syllable expressive of suffering, or
eating, or going.1 Now these determinative ideas
may be expressed in various ways, and though in one
and the same clan, and during one period of time, a
certain number of terminations would become station-
ary, and be assigned to the expression of certain
grammatical categories, such as the plural, the pas-

1 Letter on the Turanian Lanyuayes, p. 206.